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    CALL FOR PAPERS  
 

Police, Courts, and Incarceration: 

The Justice System and the Family 

 

Contemporary Perspectives in Family Research, an annual series which focuses upon 

cutting-edge topics in family research around the globe, is seeking manuscript 

submissions for a special volume. The volume will focus on the theme of ‘Police, 

Courts, and Incarceration: The Justice System and the Family.’   

 

On a daily basis, around the globe, millions of individuals are entangled in justice 

systems either as offenders, as victims, or vicariously as family members of those 

directly involved.  Contact often begins with the police that frequently leads to court 

involvement, and for offenders found guilty, to correctional supervision or incarceration.     

While these encounters primarily affect individuals, they have a tremendous impact 

upon the family.  Police and justice entanglements can result in tremendous strains upon 

families economically and socially, and can also endanger family relationships.  In order 

to better comprehend how involvement at any level of the justice system affects families, 

this multidisciplinary volume of CPFR will focus upon the justice system and the family.  

In doing so, we are seeking articles that cover a wide array of topics including: how 

policing, arrest, jail and court processes impact family members and their support 

networks; how prolonged incarceration impacts children and parenting processes and 

family comping; how intimate relationships are impacted during and after incarceration 

including marriage and divorce and partner violence; and, whether system involvement 

leads to unintended consequences among family members such as heightened fear of 

crime and victimizations including extrajudicial killings and fears of the police, among 

others. 

 

This volume of CPFR with be coedited by Sheila Royo Maxwell of Michigan State 

University and Sampson Lee Blair of The State University of New York (Buffalo).  

Manuscripts should be submitted directly to the editors (maxwel22@msu.edu and 

slblair@buffalo.edu), preferably in MS WORD format.  Manuscripts should not exceed 

approximately 40 double-spaced pages (not including tables, figures, and references).  

Submission of a manuscript implies commitment to publish in CPFR.  Manuscripts 

should adhere to the APA format.  Manuscripts should represent previously unpublished 

work.  An abstract of 150-250 words should be included at the beginning of each 

manuscript.  All manuscripts will undergo peer review.   

 

The deadline for initial submissions is March 15, 2021.  Any questions may be directed 

to the editors at maxwel22@msu.edu and slblair@buffalo.edu.  
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